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Data integration is key to personalised
medicine in the NHS
UK Life Sciences Minister George Freeman MP yesterday said that the UK National Health
Service (NHS) needed to become much better at integrating health and disease data sets
in order to realise the full potential of personalised medicine for patient benefit.
Speaking at the launch of the new All Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) on Personalised Medicine at Portcullis House
yesterday, the Minister alluded to the country’s great strengths in disease-specific research, but warned that the dream
of personalised medicine “really relies on the oil of data and getting that to flow through the system”.
He also emphasised the vital role of patient voice in the development of personalised medicine, saying that his vision
for the future was one where “every patient with a diagnosis can join an NHS disease portal, join a community of care, drive
a care pathway, share data with the research organisations and with charities who have got a big role in this”.
In a televised message to attendees, APPG chair Jo Churchill MP alluded to her personal experiences with cancer and
said that she hoped the new group would provide “a much-needed forum for productive discussion and insightful debate
on how personalised medicine offers us opportunities to provide a more efficient and effective NHS”.
The event, which was led by APPG co-chair Lord Norman Warner and hosted by Maria Caulfield MP, was attended by
over 100 representatives from the patient, clinical, policy and research communities, and attracted parliamentarians
including Baroness Masham, Lord Freyberg, Lord Willis and Baroness Hollins. The group’s secretariat is provided by
independent health policy think tank the PHG Foundation, and supported by partners the Wellcome Trust Sanger
Institute, BMJ and the Northern Health Science Alliance (NHSA).
Meeting participants heard from distinguished medical experts Professor Peter Johnson (Chief Clinician, Cancer
Research UK / University of Southampton) and Professor Hugh Watkins (John Radcliffe Hospital / University of Oxford)
on the impact of personalised medicine on patient care in cancer and in cardiology.
Attendees also had the opportunity to view and discuss selected examples of innovative technologies that could help
to deliver more personalised medicine in the future. AliveCor’s mobile phone ECG device for heart monitoring and
Oxford Nanopore Technologies’ hand-held MinION DNA sequencer were joined by Replica 3dm’s medical grade 3D
printer and the Patients Know Best online medical records system.
For the next meeting of the Group, parliamentarians will be examining the 100,000 Genomes Project.
-ENDS-
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Further information
Media enquiries
Rebecca Bazeley: 07505092081 or rebecca.bazeley@phgfoundation.org
Parliamentary and partner enquiries
Stefano Gortana: 01223 761906 or stefano.gortana@phgfoundation.org
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Notes to Editors
APPGs are informal cross-party groups that have no official status within Parliament. They are run by and for Members
of the Commons and Lords, though many involve individuals and organisations from outside Parliament in their
administration and activities.
The Parliamentary officers of the All-Party Parliamentary Group on Personalised Medicine are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Chair: Jo Churchill MP, Conservative Member for Bury St Edmunds
Co-Chair: The Rt Hon. Norman Reginald Warner, Unaffiliated Member of the House of Lords
Vice-Chair: Sir David Amess MP, Conservative Member for Southend West
Vice-Chair: The Rt Hon. Philip Alexander Hunt, Labour Member of the House of Lords
Vice-Chair: Chi Onwurah MP, Labour Member for Newcastle Central and Shadow Minister for Culture and the
Digital Economy
Vice-Chair: The Lord Patel KT, Crossbench Member of the House of Lords
Treasurer: The Lord Willis of Knaresborough, Liberal Democrat Member of the House of Lords

For more information and a video on the APPG, see the website: www.personalisedmedicineappg.org
About the PHG Foundation
The PHG Foundation is an independent, non-profit health policy think tank based in the Cambridge biotech cluster.
We focus on how genomics and other emerging health technologies can provide more effective, personalised
healthcare and deliver improvements in health for patients and citizens. We also provide the secretariat for the APPG
on Personalised Medicine.
www.phgfoundation.org
About the Wellcome Trust Sanger Institute
The Wellcome Trust Sanger Institute is a charitably funded genomic research centre located in Hinxton, UK. Our passion
for discovery drives our quest to uncover the role of genetics in health and disease, aiming to provide results that can
be translated into diagnostics, treatments or therapies that reduce global health burdens.
www.sanger.ac.uk
About BMJ
BMJ is a healthcare knowledge provider that aims to advance healthcare worldwide by sharing knowledge and
expertise to improve experiences, outcomes and value. For a full list of BMJ products and services, please visit bmj.com.
www.bmj.com
About The Northern Health Science Alliance Ltd (NHSA)
The NHSA is a health partnership established by the leading Universities, NHS Hospital Trusts and AHSNs in the North
of England to improve the health and wealth of the region by creating an internationally recognised life science and
healthcare system.
www.thenhsa.co.uk
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Photos
More available on request

From left: The Rt. Hon Lord Norman Warner, George Freeman
MP (Minister for Life Sciences), Dr Hilary Burton (Director, PHG
Foundation), Prof Hugh Watkins (John Radcliffe Infirmary), Prof Peter
Johnson (CRUK)

The Rt. Hon Lord Norman Warner (left), Minister for Life
Sciences George Freeman MP (right)
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Baroness Hollins

Prof Sue Hill, Chief Scientific Officer for England
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